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FOREIGN PROPAGANDA

Jory 28, 1937.~Committed to the Conumittee of the Wh le ITouse on the stato
of the Union and ovdered to be print 3

Mr. CELLER, from the Committee on the Judic ary, submitted the
following

REFORT

[To accompany LI. R, 1591}

Tho Committce on tho Judiciary, to whom vas referred the bill
(H. R. 1501) to_require tho registration ol eertaiy persons employed
by agencies to disseminate propaganda in the United Stutes and for

other purposes, after consideration, report the sume with amendments
to the House, with the reccommendation that as so amended the bill
do pass.

The committeo amendinents are as follows:

Page 2, line 11, strike out the word “uot” and insert in licu thereof
the word “nor”, and in thoe same line after the word “‘person’ insert
a comma.

Page 2, line 12, after the word “agent’” insert a comma,

Page 3, line 20, alter the word “powers” insert the word “and”,
and in the same line after the word “purposes’” strike out the remainder
of the line and insert in licu thereol a period.

Puge 3, line 22, after the word “within insert “30".

Puge 4, linoe 17, after the word “rules” strike out the comma.

Page 4, line 18, striko out all of line 18 and insert in licu thereof
the following: “regulations as the Scerctary may prescribe.”

This bill was iutroduced as a result of recommendations of tho
special committee that was appointed in the Seventy-third Congress
to investignte un-American scetivitics in the United States. A very
careful study was madoe of the organizations in this country which
organizations aimed arbitrarily to group cerfain American citizens nnd
persons in tho United States, and to inculente such principles and
teachings in theso persons us to influenco the internal and external
poliLicu? policics of our country. _ .

Incontrovertible evidenco has been submitted to prove that there
aro muny persons in the United States representing foreign govern-
ments or foreign politicul groups, who ure supplied by such foreign
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agencies with funds and otlier materials to foster un-American activi-
ties, and to influence the external and internal policies of this country,
thoreby violating both tho letter and the spint of international law,
as well as the democratic basis of our own American institutions of
government.,

IBvidenco before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
disclosed that many of the payments for this propaganda servico was
made in cash by tho consul of a foreign nation, clearly giving an
unmistakable inference that the work done was of such a nature as not
to stand carcful serutiny. _

As a result of such evidence, this bill was introduced, the purpose
of which is to require all persons who are in the United States for
political propaganda prrposes—propaganda nimed toward establish-
ing in the Uniled Stites a forcign system of government, or group
action of a nature foreign to our inslitutions of government, or for
any other purposo of a political propaganda nature—to register with
tho State Department and to supply information alout their political
propaganda activiies, their employers, and the texms of their contracts,

"T'his required registration will publicize the nature of subversive or
othor similar activiries of snch forcign propagandists, so that the
American people ma * know those who are engaged in this country by
foreign agencics to s pread doctrines alien to our demoeratic forin of
government, or proj aganda for the purpose of influcncing American
public opinion on a solitical questioa.

Under the terms of the bill, no foreign corporation engaged in
honorable trade relations with this country will find it necessary to
register, but whene rer representatives are sent here to spread by
word or moutly, or hry the written ~vord, the ideology, the principle,
and the practices o' other forms ol government and the things for
which they stand, tyien registry must be made. All that is required
is to label the sourc: s of pernicious propaganda.

There is nothing i1 the bill to offend any nation, group, or individual.
The bill requires no registration of cluly aceredited diplomatic or con-
gular officials of a furcign government who. are so recognized by the
Department of Sta‘e of the Unitec. Stales. Likewise, will the pro-
visions of 1his meas ire have no reference to nor include uny person
performing only p-ivate, nonpolitical, finanecial, mercantile, com-
mercial, or other a livity in furtherance of bona-fide trade or com-
merce of a foreign p incipal, : :

This bill does not in any way impair the right of frcedom of speech,
or of & free press, 00 other constitutional rights. On the other hand,
this mensure does * rovide that an alien coming to or in the United
Stat s for propaga’ da purposes of a political nature, and American
citizms who accep. foreign political propaganda employment, shall
regis ter; and this w s found necessiry, in a number of -cases, through
the - evelations of t' o Committee on Un-Amevican Activities.

We believe that the spotlight ol pitiless publicity will serve as a
dete rent Lo the spread of pernicious propaganda,  We feol that our
peoj le are entitled to know the sources of any such eflorts, and the
person or persons or agencies carrying on such work in the United
Slates.

Such propaganda is not prolibited under the proposed bill. The
purpose of this bill is to make available to the American public, the
sources thut promoto and pay for the spreading of such foreign propa-
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gonda. Our National Food and Drug Act requires tho proper labeling
of various articles, and sufeguards the Americar public in the ficld
of health., This bill sccks cmly to do the sume tlung in o difl'rent
ficld, that of political propaganda. Propagand . cflorts of such a
naturo are usually conductod in suerecy, which is ssontinl to the suc-
cess of theso nctivities. ‘The passago of this bill w.ll foree propaganda
agents representing foreign agencivs to come out “*a the open” in their
D,chvltle% or to subject tlicmselves to the penaltiés nrovided in sn.ld bill.
Phis bill does not amend or repeal existing law,

O







